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IUSB Honors Program Partners wit.h RPN
The Honors Program at TUSB is thge newest BY CHLOE GARNER AND TY RAYOUM TH IS I SSU E:

partner for the River Park Neighborhood with each other and with IUSB students and
Association. The Honors Seminar class has faculty. The newsletter will therefore consist . .
divided into groups to serve the River Park of stories and information collected from Partnershlp with IUSB
Neighborhood in various ways, including the members of the River Park Neighborhood as Honors Program
g Y g g
food pantry, Potawatomi conservatory, well as IUSB. - Chloe Garner, IUSB class of PAGE 01
creating a website for the neighborhood, 25.
working with youth, and revamping/digitizing
the newsletter. The goal of the projects isto  As a small town organization, we understand Easter Bunny Brunch &
assist and support the community that IUSB  the importance of supporting our lerary Updates
resides in. communi.ty. That's why we proposed the idea PAGE 02
of collecting ads to fundraise for the
Honors Seminar Professor, Dr. Neovi o1 q .
R R - ASSO?I.atIOH and offset the cost of monthly Crime Watch & Donations
arakatsanis, Spoke about the mutual benelits actjvities. It's no secret that lesser known
oif the.prOJect. LliE EErEn SErREEE. BTl groups like ours do not receive much outside PAGE 03
ber.le.flt from thlf wo}rlk of '()lilrbstuhden(;[’s who are support. That's why we believe the best thing
writing stories for the neighborhood's we can do for the people of our community is South Bend Underground
newsletter, moving the newsletter to a digital . il d
. . to raise not only money for the newsletter, Railroa
platform, creating a website for the but awareness for local businesses who do
association, working on youth programming, PAGE 04

not get the recognition they deserve. By

offering ad space in our newsletter, we are
able to give businesses in our community a
chance to promote their products and PAGE 05
services to a wider audience. At the same

and volunteering at the Conservatories and at
the River Park Food Pantry. In exchange, our
honors students are being enriched by these
experiences. They are learning leadership and
life skills that are sought by employers and

Voting

graduate programs alike. In fact, they are time, the funds we raise thI‘O}lgh these ads Local SpOtllght & IGNITE
building their resumes while building an even will help us continue to provide monthly Grant
stronger community!” activities that benefit the community as a
whole. We hope that by working together PAGE 06
Students are also instructed to identify a with local businesses, we can create a .
leadership project they can direct for each stronger sense of community and support for SJCPL 2023 Book Choice
service area. My participation in the class one another. So if you're a local business PAGE 07
involves collecting and writing stories for the owner looking to promote your business, or
newsletter. My personal goal is to provide a  someone who wants to help support our April & May Calendar
voice to each member of the River Park Association, consider placing an ad in our
ehberhoodtand e fm i PAGE 08-9
Neighborhood and provide information on newsletter. Together, we can make a
events and opportunities within the difference for River Park. - Ty Rayoum, IUSB S
community. W i ponsors
y. We want to create a community class of <24.
that connects PAGE 10
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Join us for the Easter Bunny Brunch

Potawatomi Conservatories
2105 Mishawaka Ave., South Bend

b .. - 5 L8
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Save the Date

Saturday April 8th 11:30-1:30 WELLNESS AND
RESOURCE EVENT

THINGS TO DO: Wednesday, April 26th

Visit the Easter Bunny, Easter Egg Hunt, 11am to 6pm

Brunch from the Yellow Cat Cafe, Rio Park Events

Live Bunny, Craft Project, Face Painting, Lots of Fun! 3028 Mishawaka Ave South
Bend IN

All among the beautiful plants in the Potawatomi Conservatories.
Stop by and meet

local organizations and
businesses.

COST:
Adults: $10.00; Children (3 and up) $8.00
Reservation only, call (574) 235-9442 ASAP as seating is limited.

Learn about the services they
provide in our community and
for you & your family.

River Park Branch Library Updates
« Each Thursday at 10:30, Mrs. Jamie conducts children’s storytime.
Enjoy books, rhymes, and songs that develop skills that prepare children
to learn to read. Recommended for ages 3 - 5. Families are welcome!
On Tuesday, April 18th at 4 PM, tinker, build and create in our library .

: . . - : email

STEAM lab. Enjoy a new art, science or engineering activity here in
River Park. Recommended for ages 6-11. cheryl@adsbycoffeenews.com
« Tuesday, April 18, at 6pm River Park Library is hosting trivia for to_ b?come a Vend(_]r

Flamer, the 2023 Book Choice! (Ilmlted spots avallable)
« On Wednesday, April 19th at 10:30, join us for Playtime. Help your
child develop skills to learn to read through free and guided play using SPOHISUI’BCI by: Coffee News of
our collection of toys and early literacy materials. Recommended for Michiana
ages 0-5.
Also on Wednesday, April 19th but at 4 PM, Learn about how to help the
world around you through recycling with The Solid Waste Management
District of St. Joseph County. A recycling craft will follow the ED RIU
presentation. For ages 6 - 12 iﬁ:PARK ! :
Join us on Tuesday, April 25th at 6 PM for Poetry with Acting Ensemble. [l =% EVENTS ;,..;i?
Actors, poets, and readers celebrate National Poetry Month by reading 235{2»:;{253;?:;%& ==
their favorites. baak S imgarhe andaig
On Wednesday, April 26th at 6:30 we again desecrate the memory of
Hollywood with Adventures in Bad Cinema. Unmitigated audacity,
inexcusable craft, cheap thrills, and the products of a

something/anything movie marketplace. We’ll provide the snacks.

Please call 574-326-1696 or

HOST YOUR SPECIAL
EVENT WITH US!

EVENT SPACE * EVENT RENTAL DECOR I:I-,f.
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WARNING River Park has the best (and only) NCW

Captain Network in South Bend. We have
over 40 NCW captains, which helps explain
our much lower crime rate than the rest of

.£ South Bend.We'd like at least one NCW

Captain for every five houses.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH All you need is a phone and a willingness
PROGRAM IN FORCE to call the SBPD and let your close

WE IMMEDIATELY REPORT neighbors know about any crime in your

ALLSUSPICIOUSACTIVITIES ©  neighborhood. Many of our captains work
together in clusters.
RPNA Donation Drive

Recycle Your Used Ink Cartridges Today!

Looking for a way to give back to your
community while also being eco-friendly? Look
no further than the RPNA ink cartridge
donation program, a unique initiative that
allows you to dispose of your used ink
cartridges in an environmentally responsible
way while also raising funds for your
neighborhood! By simply dropping off your
used ink cartridges at the River Park Branch,
you can contribute to our recycling efforts and
help support important community initiatives.
So why not get involved today and stop by to
donate your used printer products!

THIS IS THE LAST AT HOME DELIVERY: Digital opt-in is an easy and
convenient way to receive your neighborhood association newsletter straight to

-

your inbox. By signing up for this service, you can stay up-to-date on community ¥ ~—
events, important news, and developments that directly affect your § S

environment, but it also ensures that you never miss an issue. With just a few
clicks, you can join the growing number of residents who are already taking
advantage of this digital option. Sign up today and stay connected with your
community! THERE WILL STILL BE PAPER COPIES AT THE LIBRARY, ETC.
https://www.riverparksouthbend.com/

neighborhood. Not only does opting-in to email delivery save paper and help the l

Donate to the River Park
Neighborhood Association
with this QR code:

Like our page on
Facebook to stay
connected and share

your stories!
https://www.facebook.com/
riverparksouthbend

L\ RIVER PARK NEWS

Call to Safety

Committee Chair Phil Niswonger
(574) 281-2210

Officers attend RPNA meetings to
give and receive public safety
information

Rive;r Park
Business
Association

2, Jeannies 2
< House ~
1444 Mishawaka Ave. 3159 S. Eleventh St.

South Bend, IN Niles, MI

574-855-4423 269-6G83-2800

Voted your favorite
- Irish Pub

s Pubs in America - Travel +
- Leisure




Rediscover History: South Bend’s Underground Railroad
BY CHLOE GARNER

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it” Spanish Philosopher George Santayana.

Is this statement true? It is a popular quote within history and social studies classrooms around the US, used in arguments
against teaching America’s atrocities. But how does that apply to local history? Are those who are unfamiliar with Indiana,
South Bend, and River Park history also doomed to repeat it? What can even be learned of such minute and seemingly
uninfluential history as that of small-town Indiana? Yet, when taking a broader look into South Bend’s rich history, it is
obvious that many aspects have remained untouched. It’s time to dust off the chest that harbors local history and rediscover
the past of the city.

One piece of South Bend’s history that deserves recognition is its participation in the Underground Railroad. Many citizens

are unaware of the city’s influence on the Underground Railroad, yet it played a role in its success. The law became aware of
the Underground Railroad during an 1849 Court Case, later dubbed the Fugitive Slave Case. The Underground Railroad ran
from the south up to Cass County, Michigan, with South Bend being one of the last stops along the way.

In the case, Freedom Seekers and abolitionists rallied together to defend a runaway slave from being returned to his owner
in Kentucky. Though the owner won the case, he received financial compensation in lieu of the slave.

Key Underground Railroad conductors include South Bend citizens, James Washington, and another who is simply named
Mr. Sawyer. These men were barbers who collected money to help protect and safely transport slaves across state lines to
Cass County, Michigan. Washington’s wife hosted a sewing circle to clothe and collect monetary donations for runaway slaves
as well.

A documentary was filmed by South Bend’s History Museum about the role of African Americans in South Bend’s history. It
may be watched on the museum’s website under the title “A Free Life.” The hyperlink for digital readers is here:
https://www.historymuseumsb.org/free-life/

The US Census shows that about 25% of South Bend’s population is African American, and the River Park Neighborhood’s
population is 12%. This number may be in part because of the influence and location of South Bend on the Underground
Railroad.

So how can we learn from this information? Simply acknowledging the importance and struggle of African Americans in the
neighborhood and city is a start. While you may not find yourself harboring slaves and transporting them to freedom and
safety, you may find yourself witnessing other prejudices and racist events. Learning from past Freedom Seekers and
abolitionists and knowing the importance of freedom and race equality to South Bend’s ancestors, will leave you encouraged
to fight for equality in current matters.

Let’s not be doomed to repeat the secrecy of our abolition and anti-racism beliefs, but be open and ready to fight for justice
and equality, with knowledge of South Bend’s past call for freedom.

i h‘ 1
('_.'avcrn,-ni::r Services n &P "‘ e r op
o westelf B ’ Haircuts & Styling
SERVICES 8 : : ’ Dennis Lamborn

: 315 - | - 574-258-5225

3 3618 Mishawaka Ave.
South Bend
| g (Next to Luigi's)
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Your VOTE is Your Voice

BY PAM CLAEYS

Tuesday, May 2 is Primary Election Day.

We will vote for Municipal (City) candidates for Mayor, City Clerk, and City Council
— District and At-Large.

Selected candidates of each political party will then compete in the General
Election, Tuesday, November 7.

**Please check your voter registration. PLEASE VOTE**
**If there is any chance you will not be able to vote on Election Day, VOTE
EARLY**

Important Dates

Monday, April 3: Voter Registration ENDS

Tuesday, April 4: First day for Early Voting

Thursday, April 20: Deadline for County Clerk to

receive Application for Absentee Ballot By Mail

Monday, May 1, 12 noon: Early Voting ends AND Deadline for Clerk to receive
completed Absentee Ballot by mail

Tuesday, May 2: Primary Election Day, 6am to 6pm

VOTE AT ANY VOTE CENTER

6pm: Deadline to deliver Absentee Ballot in person — Find any open door at CCB; SHARO N M C B R I DE
bring to County Clerk office

Tuesday, May 16: Voter Registration Begins
COMMON COUNCIL
Register to Vote, Find Vote Center, Update / Check Voter Registration, REPRESENTATIVE 3RD DISTRICT

Apply forAbsentee Ballot or Travel Board, & Much More:

Sharon McBride is the President of the
e Online: indianavoters.com

o In person: Voter Registration (VR), 4th Floor, County-City Building: Location C(.)mr.non Cour,lml_and the representative of .
may change, call 574-235-9521 to check District 3, which includes: IUSB, Potawatomi
Park, the Sunnymede neighborhood, the River
NOTE: BE SURE TO CHECK your voter registration to make sure you have not been Park neighborhood, & the South East Side.
purged from the voter rolls

e Vote early, 8am -4:30pm M-F beginning Tuesday April 4 through Monday May Sharon has led the way on initiatives that

1,12 noon: have benefitted not only her district, but the

e County City Building (CCB), 227 W. Jefferson Blvd, SB, OR . e e
e County Services Annex, 219 Lincolnway West, Mishawaka city as a whole. She has supported. wi-fi

o 8am to 4pm, 2 Saturdays before (4/22/23 and 4/29/23); access along the Mishawaka Ave strip, zoo
o Possibly 2noon to 4pm Sunday before (4/30/23) election improvements, and will work to keep public

NOTE: County offices may be closed on Good Friday, April 7 schools open. She has voted to fund the Real
e Vote absentee: Submit or print an Absentee Ballot Request (indianavoters.com), K .
or call VR to have one mailed to you. Complete and return in the envelope Time Crime Center.
provided no later than April 20, 2023. Your ballot will be mailed to you. = T T
**Be sure to complete and return your completed ballot so it is received via mail by :
12 noon, Monday, May 1

e Request a visit from the Travel Board: If you are a voter who is confined or you 1150 E. Mishawaka Ave., South Bend, IN 46615
care for a confined person, call the County Clerk’s office, 574-235-9559, or Rhene AE AN RIS TN
indianavoters.com, for Application for Absentee Ballot by Travel Board, to Drop oh i md wet your whistle on.. ‘
request the Travel Board come to your home. Taco Tuesday Fish Friday

e Vote in person Tuesday, May 2 between 6am and 6pm. Vote at any Vote Center Wing Wednesday or

location. Find a list of Vote Centers usually in the newspaper OR at
indianavoters.com. Bring your valid ID.

Burger Basket Thursday Pizza Sunday

5ell]

l° DISCOUNT when you bring in this card!!
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Local Spotllght Samara DuI|k

BY ISAAC LILLIE

River Park is a Neighborhood that takes pride in its local businesses and
citizens alike. Each and every resident has something to offer when it
comes to making their neighborhood unique. It is through the passion and
efforts of these locals that River Park can continually grow and improve as
a community. And, as the community owes its growth to these individuals,
it seems only fitting that some light should be shed on their work.

The spotlight for this newsletter falls on Samara Dulik. As a local artist,
Samara is always eager to spread her love for art and grow this passion
within the community. She strongly feels that art can be used as a creative
outlet to yield benefits in terms of mental health and increased creativity.
She brings this passion to her career through her business, “The Arty
People,” which she founded 5 years prior. Her business is available for
various events, with face painting being one of their most popular options. Face Painting Parties
Aside from events, Samara herself is also available for artistic commissions.

. ’ . , , . Art Class Parties
This is how she became involved with the River Park Neighborhood.
Painting Parties

In an effort to beautify the local infrastructure, the River Park

Henna Parties
Neighborhood Association has chosen to use money from South Bend’s
IGNITE Grant to decorate the local electrical boxes. For this project, weeeeitnd more!
Samara was commissioned as an artist to help design the vinyl that would E t
adorn the boxes. She describes the experience as being exciting and 3019144
rewarding. Even though there hava been somf: hiccups and red tape along inFo'ThrArlemFlem We put the ART in Party
the way, she has moved forward with the project alongside the
Neighborhood Association. As of right now, she is eager to see how this IGNITE GRANT UPDATE:

ject .
WIS P eties We hope to use a bulk of the $10,000 grant to

decorate some of the unsightly signal boxes down

Aside from her work in the community, Samara’s art has also been .
Mishawaka Ave.

displayed in various local venues as well as exhibits out of state. For her,
these experiences are both rewarding and nerve-racking. She describes her
unique style as “Graffitism” and draws inspiration from urban art as well as
different types of music. Early on, she developed an interest in art thanks

Cheryl had a couple of calls and a zoom meeting
with members from the Engagement and Economic

to the influence of her high school art teacher, Mr. Kaeming. Through his Empowerment Team, Department of Community
guidance, she was able to cultivate a passion for the arts and make use of Investment, City of South Bend and a
the artistic freedom he provided. representative from Elkhart’s vinyl wrapping

project. She also went to Elkhart to see some of
Through her work locally, Samara has cemented herself as a standout artist ' their boxes in person. She was pleasantly surprised

within the community. In her efforts to bring art to South Bend and at the condition the wraps were in. Their wraps had
promote local interest, she has brought her unique passion to the a gloss finish to them and are holding up very well.
neighborhood. Residents should be advised to look forward to her

collaboration with the Neighborhood Association. We are looking for artists with artwork that they

can submit digitally or we can scan to digital for
vinyl wrapping, preferably in AI format with bleed
for application. Email: cwlshc@gmail.com
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SJCPL 2023 "ONE BOOK, ONE MICHIANA"

BY ISAAC LILLIE

For its Book Choice of 2023, the library has chosen Mike Curato’s
Flamer. The book follows the story of a young boy named Aiden, who
is struggling through the various aspects of adolescence. The book is
unabashed in its portrayal of these struggles and doesn’t shy away
from their awkward nature. Flamer has also been praised for the voice
it gives to those in the LGBTQ community, with Aiden himself coming
to accept his own feelings throughout the book.

STHIS BSOK WL SAVE LIVER®
et | s e of St B domsd Finaied iy Sl

In his unique art style, Curato tells Aiden’s story in such a way that
those struggling with similar difficulties can relate. And through his
writing, Curato creates a powerful portrayal of adolescence and the

struggles that can come with being different. Anyone dealing with a
similar situation will surely find something to like in this book.

To find out more, locals are encouraged to attend the events held by
the local library, with Curato himself coming to South Bend to speak
about his book.

On Monday, April 24th, at 6 PM at Main Library, we present An

Evening with Mike Curato. An award-winning author and illustrator,
Curato is the author of our One Book, One Michiana 2023 selection,
Flamer. Preregister at sjcpl.org.

N PAGE 07



April 2023

April 2023

Potawatomi Zoo
opens!

1
Conservatory Yoga 9:00-10:20*
River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00
Easter Egg Dive @ Kroc Center
10:30-1:30**

Mulch Madness @ Nuner School
IUSB Food Festival 2-5:00

6:00*

Park, 11am-6pm

3 4 5 6 7 8
SBCS Spring Break SBCS Spring Break SBCS Spring Break. SBCS Spring Break SBCS Spring Break Conservatory Yoga 9:00-10:20*
TUSB Choir Concert @ 7:00 Conservatory Yoga 11:00-12:00 Chldren's Storytime @ River Park moo%_ nm:mw 10-12:00
River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00] |; -30-11 Easter Bunny Brunc
v library, 10:30-11.00 Conservatories 11:30-1:30* **
10 11 12 13 14 15
IUSB Philharmonic Conservatory Yoga 11:00-12:00%| Children's Storytime @ Conservatory Yoga 9:00-10:20*
Concert @ 7:00 River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00| library, 10:30-11:00 River Park Food Pantry 10-
Conservatory Mental Health “Pot| RPNA monthly meeting @ 12:00
a Plant” 2-4pm *** library, 7pm
17 18 19 20 21 22
. Library Playtime for ages 0-5 @ 10:30 Conservatory Yoga 9:00-
Library mqm.>_<_ Lab 4:00 am Children's Storytime @ 10:20*
IUSB Euclid Quartet Concert, | consenvatory Yoga 11:00-12:00 library, 10:30-11:00 N
7:00 River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00 1USB Jazz Ensemble @ River Park Food _Umj._”J\ 10-
Lbrary’s Recycling 101, 4-5:00 ages 6- | . 12:00
1 7:00
: | : ibrary's Adventure in Bad . . .
24 . 25 Library's Poetry Acting N_ ) ma. 6:30 27 children's storytime @ {28 29
_,\_mw: _._.ME:\ s Evening Ensemble, 6-7:00 Conservatory Yoga 11:00-12:00* library, 10:30-11:00 Conservatory Yoga 9:00-
s\.: Mi m.O:EB %o River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00 10:20*
Q_mocmm his m_\m_u___,__n IUSB Wind Ensemble @ 7:00 River Park Food Pantry 10-
novel, "FLAMER"at Wellness Resource Event @ Rio 12:00




May 2023

River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00

<« Apr 2023 May 2023 Jun 2023 »
L Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 Qo:mm:\mﬁoé Yoga 9:00-10:20*
Conservatory Yoga Children's ~ Storytime River Park Food Pantry 10-
11:00-12:00* | . 1200
o ) @ Library 10:30- River Park Neighborhood
River Park Food Pantry 11:00 Community Clean Up 8-
10-12:00 11:30am
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
IUSB-Commencement, Conservatory Yoga 11:00- | Children's Storytime @ Conservatory Yoga 9:00-
Notre Dame @ 6:30pm 12:00* library, 10:30-11:00 MMM_Mo Battle of the 10:20*
River Park Food Pantry 10- | RPNAmonthly meeting @ River Park Food Pantry 10-
12:00 Wbrary, 7pm 12:00
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
noﬁm%mﬁoé Yoga 11:00- SBCS Spring Break noﬁmhéoé Yoga 9:00-
12:00°. Children's Storytime @ 10:20
River Park Food Pantry 10- | ibrary, 10:30-11:00 River Park Food Pantry 10-
12:00 12:00
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Conservatory Yoga 11:00-12:00*|Childrens storytime @ library,  |Last Day of School for PreK, Conservatory Yoga 9:00-
River Park Food Pantry 10-12:00 | 10:30-11:00 SNAP, and Marquette 10:20*
Montessori .
River Park Food Pantry 10-
12:00
28 29 30 31
Conservatory Yoga 11:00-
12:00*




THANKS 10
SPONSORS:

Hi, I'm Arielle!

Senior Loan Officer

Want to advertise
your business in the
River Park
Newsletter? Send an
email to

Get Pre-Approved to

freymillerjay@gmail.com
purchase a home at

ArielleSchmitt.com
for more
: . YA
information! YN Ruoff
MORTGAGE
MMLS: 2053913
Have questions
about buying or a) S
selling your home? - B
g U ﬁ EVENTS

3028 Mishawaka Ave,
South Bend, IN 46615
(574) 303-8584
www.rioparkevents.com
book@rioparkevents.com

Contact your River Park
neighbor & REALTOR!

EVENT WITH US!

EVENT SPACE * EVENT RENTAL DECOR

Jen Schmitt

Jen@RedBowRealty.com
i 574-444-3139 (call/text)

Ty

Red Boew
REAGTY

Order online!
hallskitchen.com

od antry

% / @ Gospel Center

- call 574-288-4477
~ between 9 am and 2 pm =y

- on the 1st and 3rd tuesday g-,;@

- for next day pick-up besly

.

come to

~_ 930 S. 30th:Sf
/Q‘\““ South Bend, IN
y /\ from 10-11 am
o for pick-up @ door 6

‘@
the Food Pantry

@ Gospel Center
proudly serves the
4 Eastern River Park community

FACE PAINTING,
PAINT PARTIES,
WINDOW ART & MURALS

THEARTYPEOPLE.COM
574-301-9744

o) Voted your favorite

Irish Pub E
St One of the 50 Best Irish [alu3

s Pubs in America - Travel + .
WINNER View Menu




